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Registration Open for 2017-2018 Season 
 

Registration for the 2017-2018 season is now open on-line through our web site at 
www.kenmoresoccer.com. As with past years, we guaranteed placement on the 
Kenmore Soccer travel team for all returning players who registered by July 15th. 
  
Next season will see a continuation of our Academy programs, and an expansion  
of Futsal. In conjunction with our affiliate club in Canada, the Elite Development 
Academy, we will be offering  expanded indoor futsal programs with international 
competition. We will also be expanding coaching education. 
 
The 2017-2018  season will also see a change in our uniform kit, as our current Inar-
ia kits are being phased out. We are presently reviewing 4 bids for new kits, and will 
share the eventual selection as soon as it is made. 
 
We have a number of new players who have already contacted us about joining  
Kenmore Soccer for 2017-2018, and we hope to have as many of our current players 
back as possible, as we continue to grow the community’s soccer program. 

Tryouts for Elite Teams 
 

Kenmore Soccer will be continuing its partnership with the Elite Development Acade-
my for the 2017-2018 season. Elite teams will patriciate in the Thruway and Eastern 
Regional Leagues for next season, and expose players to intensive training and devel-
opment. 
 
Current Kenmore Soccer players can tryout for Elite teams based on the schedule on 
the following page. Serbia Park is located at 6137 Montrose Road in Niagara Falls, On-
tario. 
 
Players who aspire to join these teams must be able to commit to train on both sides 
of the border on a weekly basis, as well as be able to perform extended travel to high
-level competitions.  
 
Participation means that there is an added cost, which can be addressed as part of 
the tryout process. Players selected for these teams can still participate with their 
Kenmore Soccer team in local play, as long as their schedules permit. 

http://www.kenmoresoccer.com
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 The Best Kind of Ownership 
by Bill Dooley 

“I play to be happy, not to win titles”  

Andrés Iniesta, FC Barcelona  

For many of us youth sports before junior high or high school consisted of neighborhood games of hide-and-seek, sar-
dines, capture the flag and seasonal variations on the major sports – touch football, h-o-r-s-e, stickball, runners-up. 
Every aspect of those endeavors was ours to control – each of us commissioner, owner, coach, player, umpire and fan.  

Along the way we usually learned something about whatever game we were playing. But mostly we were learning 
about life: choosing how much physical, social and emotional investment we would make to be first to kick-the-can, 
working through issues of fair play and sportsmanship on a close play in a kickball game, deciding whether or not to 
cheat at Marco Polo. In the end those games, whether we knew it or not, had quite an impact in terms of shaping who 
we would be as adults.  

Is that impact disappearing as sports for kids become increasingly organized and adult-directed? It doesn’t have to. 
That wonderful phrase from Positive Coaching Alliance founder Jim Thompson about developing “stronger, more re-
sponsible and confident individuals who will be successful in life” describes what should be a fundamental and inten-
tional purpose of organized youth sports. Just as it happened in the neighborhood’s less structured games.  

The critical issues here involve matters of ownership and control. What follow are insights both about how to sort them 
out to the athletes’ greatest and most permanent benefit, and how coaches and parents can effectively help their chil-
dren grow from the youth sports experience.  

I. UNDERSTANDING EXPECTATIONS  

For many years Dr. Bruce Brown directed the NAIA’s “Champions of Character Program”. He recommends that each 
season parents consider the following questions: Why do I want my child playing? What will be a successful season for 
me as a parent? What are my goals for him? What do I hope she gains from the experience? What do I think his role 
will be on the team? Once parents have done that they will need to find a quiet time to discuss the same questions 
with their young athlete. Ideally the child’s answers will be in sync with the parents’. If they are not, it’s time to decide 
whose expectations the athlete will be asked to pursue. Not all athletes on a team are likely to have the same goals. 
Some players may be dreaming of playing on a top college team. Others are there just to be with their friends. Each is 
OK. What matters is that a player’s commitment to a team contains a complementary obligation to helping teammates 
attain their dreams. With a little help, athletes figure this out early on. They then freely choose to make efforts that 
honor the goals and aspirations of their teammates – even where those goals are different from their own. It’s im-
portant that parents honor and support this commitment as well, whether or not their son or daughter is one of those 
hoping to play at a Division I school or on the National Team.  

II. IT’S HIS THING  

Recognizing the athlete’s commitment is the first step toward “releasing” the athlete to the game and the team. It’s 
not always an easy thing to do. Dr. Brown:  

One of the best “gifts” parents can give their children is to release them to their sport. As such, during the season, par-
ents must share their child with the coach and the team. The earlier in their child’s career they are able to do this, the 
better it is for their children’s development and growth. By releasing their young athlete, parents are telling their chil-
dren that all successes are theirs, all failures are theirs, and all problems are theirs. There are not many places in a 
young person’s life where parents can say, “This is your thing.” This can’t be done with friends, academics, decisions 
on weekends, or even movies; it can be done in athletics. University of North Carolina coach Anson Dorrance, citing 
the parents of future World Champions Julie Foudy, Michelle Akers, Mia Hamm, Tisha Venturini and others, put it a 
little differently:  

In my experience, the best soccer parents more or less let their children do their own thing. These parents are not di-
rectly involved in their children’s soccer, especially not as part of a “management team”… They are completely sup-
portive of their players – win, lose or draw. The bottom line – they fulfill the parent’s role and job, which is basically to 
love their children… Parents who learn to have faith in their children learn to let go of their desire to control and pro-
tect… I know it can be hard, but a player has to fight her own battles. If sports can have any value off the field, it is in 
the athletes dealing with these difficult, but ultimately empowering challenges on their own.  

……..continued on page 4 
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Signs You Are Too Invested In Your Child’s Sports Journey 
 
 
Here are some signs that you’ve become too invested in your child’s sports journey: 
 

1. You're deeply concerned about your child’s playing time. 
2. You insist that he or she absolutely must play a certain position. 
3. You feel the need to constantly push your child to practice and try harder. 
4. You feel terribly guilty if you have to miss one game. 
5. You feel it’s your job to confront the coach on behalf of your child about 

playing time or position issues. 
6. You'll pay whatever it takes for your child to be on the best teams, have 

the best private coaches, and go to the best camps, even if you really 
can’t afford it. 

7. You coach your child in the car on the way to the game. 
8. You coach your child during the game from the sidelines. 
9. You critique your child in the car after the game on the way home. 
10. You worry a lot about your child’s performance and get so nervous that 

you can’t enjoy the experience. 
11. You yell at the coach or officials during the game because you don’t agree 

with their calls. 
12. You're constantly bragging to family and friends about what a stud/

studette your child is. 
13. You get angry at your child for making a mistake in the game. 

……..continued from page 3 

He goes on to advise the athlete:  

The first step in a healthy soccer career is to become your own manager… The more you can do 
about your game on your own, the more you are playing for yourself. And the more you play for 
yourself, the less you will require of your parents and the more freedom you will have to pursue 
something you enjoy for its own sake. You want (your parents) to enjoy watching you be challenged 
and enjoying that world, but it is your world to manage.  

When An Athlete feels in control of his sports experience, interesting things happen. The athlete 
takes ever-increasing responsibility for his own effort, learning and improvement, will work harder 
and stick to the task longer. Who wouldn’t want that?  
 
On Teams Where expectations are clear and athletes control their performance, ownership is vested 
where it belongs – with athletes making their personal investments in their team. They develop a “we 
play for each other” mentality that continually reinforces itself, and that may be the most important 
quality a team can enjoy.  

Athletes who get ahold of their sport in this way enjoy “the best kind of ownership, and the most per-
manent.”  
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Elite Soccer Development and Kenmore Soccer  

Teams to Travel to Portugal 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Elite Soccer Development, in conjunction with Kenmore Soccer, is proud 
to announce our Portugal Soccer Tour for summer 2018 for the U15/U16 
boys and U16/U17 girls academy teams. Visit the country of the current 
European Champions, and legends such as Luis Figo, Eusebio, and Cris-
tiano Ronaldo. Our teams will play against Portuguese teams and experi-
ence the European culture. A meeting will be scheduled in the near fu-
ture for any interested players and parents. 
 
 

Trivia Question 

(answer on page 7) 

What soccer club has the highest average player salary? 
 

 

Apparel Orders 
 
 

We have suspended apparel orders while we negotiate a new uniform and apparel 
contract. We will update everyone shortly. 
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Important Reminder  
 

You must accept your roster offer in order to be placed on a Kenmore 
Soccer team for the  
2017-2018 season. 

 
Roster offers are being e-mailed, and contain instructions on  

Accepting/Declining the offer. 

Academy Begins September 9th 

 
The Fall session of the Kenmore Soccer Academy will begin on Saturday September 
9th from 10:00am to 11:30am at the Hoover Middle School field behind 1500 Colvin 
Blvd.  Sessions will continue at that site and time on subsequent Saturdays through 
October 28th. 
 
In the case of inclement weather, the Field Status section on our web site landing 
page will reflect whether or not the field is “open” or “closed”. If it is noted as 
closed, that will mean that the Academy session for that day has been cancelled. 
 
The Academy will move indoors starting in mid-November.  That schedule will be 
posted by mid-October, along with initial team training schedules. 

Kenmore Soccer Women’s Teams Excel 

 
Kenmore Soccer is pleased to be the only soccer club in western New York that 
supports both youth and adult play. This enables us to includes Men’s and Wom-
en's teams under our umbrella. 
 
The 2017 outdoor season of the Upstate Women’s Soccer League included four 
Kenmore Soccer teams, comprised largely of players that came through the high 
school programs in our community.  
 
Two of those teams, Kenmore Express and Kenmore United, finished 1st and 2nd 
in the Premier Division. It is the 8th consecutive season that a Kenmore Soccer 
team has captured the Premier Division title. 
 
Congratulations to all of our women’s teams. While many of the players are now 
in their 30’s, they continue to play at a high level and represent our club and  
community well. 
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serving the area's best pizza, 
and supporting our  
youth soccer teams 

   

 

 

 

2375 Elmwood Avenue  

in Kenmore 

Trivia Answer - from page 3 

 

 
Paris St. Germain (PSG) has the highest average player salary at $9.08 

million per year. 

Submissions Anyone ???????????? 

 
We want this to be your newsletter. We also want you to be a part of the Club web site. So, 
we are looking for your ongoing input—articles, pictures, match highlights, team and player 

recognition, etc. Each team should consider having a designee that can channel  
information to the Club for inclusion in the newsletter or web site.  

 

Send your submissions to us at voght@msn.com. Pictures are welcome, but should be in a 
jpg or gif format. 

http://www.hrgweb.com/
mailto:doc@kenmoresoccer.com
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Fund Raising 
 

The Kenmore Soccer Club is able to conduct fund-raising, but each activity  
needs to be approved by our Board of Directors. 

 

If your team wants to conduct any fund-raising, just e-mail us at voght@msn.com 
with the details of what you propose, and the eventual use of the funds raised. We will get 

back to you promptly. 

Contacting Us 
 

Web Site — www.kenmoresoccer.com 
E-Mail — voght@msn.com 

 
Telephone — 716-837-1627 

Mail — 57 Greenleaf Avenue, Tonawanda, New York 14150 

Kenmore Soccer Club Goals 

 

➢      To be the best club in our community 
➢       To recruit and retain the finest youth soccer coaches in Western New York 
➢       To continually evaluate and revise our coaching curriculum to insure that all of     
         our players are participating in practice sessions that are challenging, interesting,     
         and fun 
➢       To encourage our players to develop healthy and responsible goals of their own 

The Kenmore Soccer Club belongs to all of us, and we encourage you to bring your con-
tributions and expertise to the club. If you have any suggestions or concerns, please 
speak to your child's coach or contact us directly at your convenience. 

mailto:voght@msn.com
http://www.kenmoresoccer.com
mailto:doc@kenmoresoccer.com

